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The future is Zero Waste. That is our bold goal for 
Tāmaki Makaurau and a vision Auckland Council 
has committed to since 2012. Te Mahere o te Tau 
2024 hei Whakahaere, hei Whakaheke hoki i te 
Para ki Tāmaki Makaurau / Auckland’s Waste 
Minimisation and Management Plan 2024 is 
anchored around that vision and charts our path in 
addressing all kinds of waste for the next six 

years. The plan guides us towards a future where we stop digging up our whenua to bury things 
we no longer want, and instead respect and conserve resources. It recognises the importance of 
protecting our environment while creating jobs and economic opportunities in better using and 
reusing what we have extracted. 

We know we can make a difference because we’ve already come a long way. In the last 12 years 
we have established 13 community recycling centres and are well on the way to expand to 21 
centres and two resource recovery parks by 2031. We’ve also successfully standardised our 
kerbside services across the region, reduced household kerbside rubbish by 12 per cent per 
person from 2010 to 2022 and rolled out the food scraps service to turn rukenga kai into clean 
energy and fertiliser. Since the food scraps collections began in April 2023, more than 30,000 
tonnes of food scraps have been diverted from landfill reducing our environmental impact and 
contributing to a sustainable future. 

Now we’re looking for more focus on actions that reduce waste in the first place. We’ve identified 
12 key priorities to reduce household and commercial waste including construction and demolition 
waste, and increased support for repair initiatives, community solutions for organic waste, and 
product takeback schemes. In recognition of our leadership role, we will continue to focus on 
better ways of working to reduce our impact. To drive waste and emissions reductions at the 
household level, we will explore joining the 18 New Zealand councils that have already moved to 
fortnightly kerbside rubbish collections. We have heard from Aucklanders and recognise that a 
trial will be a valuable approach to testing the proposal in our region. We also continue to 
recognise the importance of addressing litter and illegal dumping, cleaning up our waterways and 
environment.     

 

 



We want to continue the collaborative approach of the first two waste plans, partnering with mana 
whenua and mataawaka, communities and businesses. We especially seek to strengthen ways of 
working with mana whenua and deliver on Māori outcomes through waste initiatives, from policy 
to  

programmes and projects. Together let’s work to achieve a Zero Waste Auckland built on a 
circular economy that takes care of people and the environment. We owe it to the generations 
ahead because the choices we make today will shape the future they inherit.  

Ngā manaakitanga 

Councillor Richard Hills 

Chair 
Policy and Planning Committee   
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Reduce total waste to 

municipal (Class 1) 

landfill by 30% per 

person by 2030 

Reduce kerbside rubbish 

by 15% per person by 

2029 

Further reduce kerbside 

rubbish by (another) 17% 

per person by 2030 

Office waste 
• Reduce by 50% by 2030  

 
Operational waste 
• Collate data for significant 

waste streams by 2025  
• Establish baselines by 2026 
• Set targets for the following 

years to 2030 



 

 

 

https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/waste/improving-household-recycling-and-food-scrap-collections/
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https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/FuBfC6XQPKc10zAlcpNxVK?domain=environment.govt.nz
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/nN3NC0YKJDcMgVD0uOymdK?domain=environment.govt.nz
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/international-action/towards-a-global-treaty-to-combat-plastic-pollution/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/what-you-need-know-about-plastic-pollution-resolution
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https://environment.govt.nz/assets/publications/Aotearoa-New-Zealands-first-emissions-reduction-plan.pdf
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/publications/Aotearoa-New-Zealands-first-emissions-reduction-plan.pdf
https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-strategy/k0hnqufg/rautaki-hanganga-o-aotearoa.pdf


 

 

 



 

 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/auckland-plan/about-the-auckland-plan/docsprintdocuments/auckland-plan-2050-print-document.pdf


 

 

 

 

https://www.imsb.maori.nz/assets/sm/upload/qi/ql/sk/bk/The%20Schedule%20of%20Issues%20of%20Significance.pdf?k=60c30a49cb
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https://sustainable.org.nz/circular-economy-directory/


 

 

 

↑

↓

↓



• 

• 

• 

• 
 

• 

 



• 

• 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Six-city-actions-to-improve-waste-management-and-reduce-greenhouse-gas-emissions?language=en_US
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https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-we-buy-products-and-services/sustainable-procurement/Pages/our-sustainable-procurement-framework-and-objectives.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-we-buy-products-and-services/sustainable-procurement/Pages/our-sustainable-procurement-framework-and-objectives.aspx




 





 











 





https://environment.govt.nz/publications/national-policy-statement-for-freshwater-management-2020-amended-february-2023/#:~:text=The%20National%20Policy%20Statement%20for,Management%202014%20(amended%202017).
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https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/budget-plans/historic-budgets/Documents/annual-budget-2022-2023-vol-1.pdf
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/budget-plans/historic-budgets/Documents/annual-budget-2022-2023-vol-1.pdf
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https://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Open/2021/02/ECC_20210211_AGN_10132_AT_WEB.htm


 

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/topic-based-plans-strategies/environmental-plans-strategies/aucklands-climate-plan/Documents/auckland-climate-plan.pdf
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https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2021/0069/latest/whole.html
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https://environment.govt.nz/publications/te-rautaki-para-waste-strategy/
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/waste-to-energy-guide-for-new-zealand.pdf
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EMPOWER PARTNERSHIPS WITH IWI AND COMMUNITY  

 



 

  



 TARGETING SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES AND MATERIALS 

http://www.buildingoutwaste.co.nz/




 

 

 

 





 

  



ADVOCACY FOR FUTURE ACTION 



 



 

DELIVERING DIRECT ACTION 
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8.8 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 





 

ACROSS ALL PRIORITIES 

12. Partner with others to achieve a Zero Waste Auckland built on a circular economy. 





 

 

 





   



 

OTHER ACTIONS LINKED TO PLAN GOALS 

Goal 1: Maximising circularity of resources and products in accordance with the waste hierarchy. 

https://wastenothing.co.nz/


Goal 2: Minimise harm 
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$21,621 

$144,390 

$14,883 

Commercial revenue Rates Waste Levy
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https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/budget-plans/historic-budgets/Documents/annual-budget-2022-2023-vol-1.pdf
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